
Brutus — Triumph and Treachery 
1) Listen as your teacher reads the story outloud. Listen carefully because you may be asked to read a sentence or 
two later in this lesson.

2) Listen as your teacher pronounces the vocabulary. When instructed repeat the vocabulary after your teacher.
Listen for the English derivatives for the vocabulary words. 

3) When you are called on read the Latin sentence aloud.  

Brutus — Triumph and Treachery (English)

(Some love the privilege of the few rather than the liberty of the many. Lucius Junius Brutus, the pater patriae of 
Rome, found such an attitude in his own family and faced a dilemma concerning pietas). 

Brutus — Victoria et Perfidia (Latin)

Lūcius Tarquinius, septimus rēx Rōmānōrum, Superbus cognōmine, crūdēlis et iniūstus erat. Multōs cīvēs 
Rōmānōs hīc rēx expulit aut interfēcit. Lūcius Iūnius Brūtus, quī paene ā rēge interfectus erat, Rōmānōs incitāvit: 
“Audītē mē! Tarquinium Superbum ex urbe Rōmā agēmus. Numquam iterum Rōmam reget.” Brūtus dux populī 
factus est, et rēx ē Rōmā expulsus est. Quod Brūtus populum Rōmānum ē dominātiōne Tarquiniī līberāverat, 
“pater patriae” vocātus est. Rōmānī Lūcium Iūnium Brūtum et Tarquinium Collātīnum duōs cōnsulēs creāvērunt, 
quī imperārent ūnum annum ūna cum senātū et comitiīs centuriātīs populī Rōmānī. Paucī Rōmānī, cupidī 
pecūniae et benevolentiae rēgis Tarquinium rēgem esse iterum cupīvērunt. In eīs erant duo fīliī Brūtī. Cōnsilium 
sēcrētum ad rēgem in urbem Rōmam redūcendum audītum est ā servō, quī Brūtō cōnsilium nārrāvit. Brūtus 
iussit omnēs cīvēs quī cōnsilium contrā patriam cēpissent gladiō interficī. Prīmō diē Brūtus spem habuit fīliōs in 
coniūrātīs nōn esse, sed tandem eōs vīdit. “Mihi fīliī meī carī sunt,” inquit, “sed lībertās patriae cārior est.” Secun-
dum lēgēs līctōrēs, ab cōnsulibus iussī, prōditōrēs, ad pālum ligātōs, virgīs pūblicē verberāvērunt et necāvērunt. 
Brūtus cōnsul dolēns lēgem exsecūtus est. Mox bellum contrā Tarquinium gestum est, et Brūtus cōnsul, quī nōn 

iam vīvere cupīvit, in prīmam aciem bellī prōcessit et in impetū interfectus est 



aciēs, aciēī f  line of battle; sharp edge 

benevolentia –ae f good will 

cognōmen, cognōminis n surname, honorary name 

comitia centuriāta, –ōrum n pl popular assembly; 
elections 

coniūrātus -ī m conspirātor (one bound by an oath) 

dominātiō –ōnis f tyranny, despotism 

expellō, expellere, expulī, expulsum to drive out 

exsequor, exsequī, exsecūtus sum dep to perform, 
execute, carry out 

iniūstus –ā –um unfair, unjust 

iterum adv again 

līctor, līctōris m lictor (attendant and bodyguard of a 
magistrate)

lig·ō 1 to tie, bind 

nōn iam no longer 

pālus –ī m stake, post 

prōditor, prōditōris m traitor, betrayer

pūblicus –ā –um public, national, belonging to the 
people 

spēs, speī f hope 

verber·ō 1 to flog, beat 

virga –ae f switch, rod

Vocabulary

Exercise 1 Answer the Latin Questions
1. Quālis rēx erat Tarquinius Superbus? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Quid ēgit (fēcit)? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Quid Brūtus agere (facere) cupīvit? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Post rēx expulsus est, quid erat Brūtus? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Quid nōmen Rōmānī Brūtō dedit? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________



6. Quid paucī Rōmānī amāvērunt? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Cūr Brūtus nōn vīvere cupīvit? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Quid ēgit?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 2 Comprehension Questions
1. What did Lucius Junius Brutus do to free the Roman people?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What office did he hold under the new government?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why did some people want the king back?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________



4. What was the punishment for this?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Who were among the punished?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What dilemma did Lucius Junius Brutus face?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7. How did he solve it?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What was his fate?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


